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INDONESIAN ABATTOIRS — LIVE CATTLE TRADE SUSPENSION 

349. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 

Firstly, on behalf of the member for Bunbury, I acknowledge the principal, teachers and students of South 
Bunbury Primary School who are in the public gallery today. 

I congratulate the Western Australian government on the leadership that it has shown in response to the federal 
government’s decision to suspend live cattle exports to Indonesia. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I formally call you to order for the first time today. I just want to hear a 
question, member for Geraldton. I do not need to hear anything else—just a question. Thank you. 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Can the minister please advise of some of the details of his forthcoming visit to Indonesia 
and what he hopes to achieve? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

I thank the member for Geraldton for the question. 

The SPEAKER: There are many people who have burst into life at this point. A lot of people think that they can 
answer this question. I hope that the Minister for Agriculture and Food can, because he is the only one who has 
been asked to. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Thank you, Mr Speaker; and I thank the member for Geraldton for the question. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The member for Cockburn was noticeably absent from the opening of the facility this 
morning. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It was all good news—he should have been out there! 

The member for Geraldton knows all too well the impact on the beef industry in Western Australia of this very 
abrupt and lazy decision by the Gillard government. Yesterday I announced briefly in my response to a question 
that I intended to visit Indonesia on behalf of the Western Australian government. Of course, that is provided the 
volcanic ash does not come into play and restrict the challenge to meet with the Indonesian government and talk 
to a range of groups. 

It is very important for the house to understand that the Western Australian agricultural sector has a very strong 
relationship with Indonesia. The Indonesians are our near neighbours and our strong partners on a range of 
fronts. Until recently, Indonesia was our single biggest agrifood market, which is most significant for how we 
deal with policy setting and decision making. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: That is one of the reasons we spend a significant amount of time engaging with Indonesia, 
by both travelling over there and facilitating the travel for a range of delegations from Indonesia to Western 
Australia. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: If people want more questions in this place, they will cease interjecting. Leader of the 
Opposition, I formally call you to order for the second time today—and the member for Albany as well. If the 
member for Gosnells wants to ask a question, I suggest that he get to his feet to ask a question. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. On occasions in this house, I have talked about the opportunities 
that Indonesia presents. I have talked about the research we are engaged in to get lupins into the tempeh market 
in Indonesia. There is a growing demand for wheat to meet the end-use needs in the Indonesian market. I met 
with a range of big companies in Indonesia, some of which run the biggest flour mills in the world; they are right 
on our doorstep. I have also met with a number of people including, recently, on his visit to Western Australia, 
Professor Dr Boediono, the Vice President of Indonesia. I sat next to him at a breakfast. He is a most impressive 
man. One of the key issues in that conversation was the developing opportunities in our trade relationship with 
Indonesia.  

In terms of the issue that has presented as a product of the Gillard government decision, the Western Australian 
government has said that it stands ready to do whatever is needed to get the market in Indonesia up and going, 
which is more than I can say for the rabble on the other side of the house. We have stated up-front that the 
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Liberal–National government is prepared to step up and do whatever it can to make this happen. I talked about a 
number of responses yesterday — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Nollamara, I formally call you to order for the first time today, along with the 
member for Cockburn. If the member for North West and the member for Albany want to have a conversation 
about this, I suggest that they take it outside this place.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Yesterday I talked about a number of things relating to our more acute response. I said that 
I was prepared to go to Indonesia. In the absence of any request from the federal government for our support in 
that regard, the Western Australian government is showing leadership. That is in the final stages of planning. We 
are certainly hearing some concern from Indonesia about the federal government’s decision. It is really important 
that we recognise our long-term relationship with Indonesia and the importance of that relationship to us. We 
must do our bit to ensure that our relationship is stabilised and we will do that by going and listening to them talk 
about their issues. The first thing I want to do is get a firsthand look at the abattoirs in Indonesia and how they 
operate and the people who manage them. I also want to look at the feedlots in Indonesia, because, from my 
perspective, I need to see these things with my own eyes to understand how the whole supply chain works and 
ensure that our resources are deployed in a way that will make a difference. I also want to talk to a range of 
industry representatives, both Australian and Indonesian representatives, to ensure that they are on song to get an 
outcome and are working in concert with both industry in Australia and the Western Australian government.  

Finally, I want to meet with Indonesian government officials. The message I will send to those officials is that 
trade with Indonesia is extremely important to Western Australia and we certainly do not want this to put the 
brake on what has been a very good trade relationship. We recognise that a lot needs to be done. We will seek 
the Indonesian government’s advice on what support we can give to Indonesia to achieve that. Of course, it is 
really important that we engage in those discussions so that we can ensure that the right decisions are made and 
resources are deployed in such a way that allows us to get this most significant industry up and running again in 
Western Australia.  
 


